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PROPOSED  RULE  MAKING 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

Bureau  of  Mines 
C  30  CFR  Part  55  1 
HEALTH  AND  SAFETY  STANDARDS 

Metal  and  Nonmetallic  Open  Pit 
Mines 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  pursuant 
to  the  authority  vested  in  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  under  the  Federal  Metal 
and  Nonmetallic  Mine  Safety  Act  (30 
U.S.C.  721-740)  to  promulgate  health 
and  safety  standards  for  metal  and  non¬ 
metallic  mines  it  is  proposed  to  amend 
Part  55,  Subchapter  N,  Chapter  I,  Title 
30,  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  by  add¬ 
ing  certain  standards  and  by  revising 
certain  standards  in  force  as  set  forth 
below.  These  standards  have  been  de¬ 
veloped  after  consultation  with  the 
Metal  and  Nonmetal  Mine  Safety  Ad¬ 
visory  Committee  appointed  pursuant  to 
section  7  of  the  Act  (30  U5.C.  726). 

Each  standard  which  is  to  be  a  man¬ 
datory  standard  is  so  designated  by  the 
word  “Mandatory”  which  appears  at  the 
beginning  of  the  section  in  which  the 
standard  is  prescribed.  If  the  Metal  and 
Nonmetal  Mine  Safety  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  has  recommended  a  mandatory 
standard,  the  standard  will  be  preceded 
by  the  word  “Mandatory”  and  the  letters 
“MNMSAC”  in  this  manner;  “Manda¬ 
tory,  MNMSAC— .” 

Subject  to  the  provisions  of  subsection 
(e)  of  section  6  (30  U.S.C.  725(e))  and 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  sub¬ 
section  (d)  of  section  6  of  the  Act  (30 
U.S.C.  725(d) )  on  or  before  the  last  day 
of  the  period  fixed  for  the  submission  of 
written  data,  views,  or  arguments,  any 
person  who  may  be  adversely  affected  by 
a  proposed  health  and  safety  standard 
which  is  designated  as  a  mandatory 
standard  and  which  has  not  been  rec¬ 
ommended  as  a  mandatory  standard  by 
the  Metal  and  Nonmetal  Mine  Safety  Ad¬ 
visory  Committee  may  file  with  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Interior  written  objections 
thereto  stating  the  grounds  for  such  ob¬ 
jection  and  requesting  a  public  hearing 
(subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Admin¬ 
istrative  Procedure  Act)  on  such  objec¬ 
tions. 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  subsec¬ 
tion  (e)  of  section  6  of  the  Act  (30  U.S.C. 
725(e) )  proposed  mandatory  standards 
which  have  been  recommended  by  the 
Advisory  Committee,  are  not  subject  to 
hearings. 

Interested  persons  may,  within  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  30  days  following  publication  of 
this  notice  in  the  Federal  Register,  sub¬ 
mit  written  data,  views,  arguments,  or 
objections  to  the  proposals.  All  commu¬ 
nications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Di¬ 
rector,  Bureau  of  Mines,  Department  of 
the  Interior,  Washington,  D.C.  20240. 

Hollis  M.  Dole, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
December  5, 1972. 


1.  It  is  proposed  to  revoke  advisory 
standsu'd  55.4-32,  promulgated  on 
July  31,  1969  (34  F.R.  12505),  and  to 
add  a  new  mandatory  standard  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

65.4-48  Mandatory.  All  employees  shall  be 
Instructed  at  least  oiK;e  each  calendar  year 
on  fire  alarm  signals  and  applicable  proce¬ 
dures  to  be  followed  In  case  of  fire  or  other 
disaster.  Records  of  Instruction  shall  be  kept. 

2.  It  is  proposed  that  advisory  stand¬ 
ard  55.18-10,  promulgated  on  July  31, 
1969  (34  F.R.  12509) ,  be  made  mandatory 
and  revised  to  read  as  follows: 

55.18-10  Mandatory,  MNMSAC — Selected 
supervisors  shall  be  trained  In  first  aid.  First 
aid  training  shall  be  made  available  to  all 
interested  employees. 

3.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  §  55.26 
Procedures,  and  to  add  a  new  mandatory 
standard  55.26-1  as  follows: 

§  53.26  Procedures. 

Notification  of  Commencement  of  Opera¬ 
tions  AND  Closing  of  Mines 

55.26-1  Mandatory.  The  owner,  operator, 
or  person  in  charge  of  any  metal  or  nonmetal 
mine  shall  notify  the  nearest  Bureau  of 
Mines  Subdistrict  Office,  before  starting 
operations,  of  the  approximate  or  actual  date 
mine  operation  will  commence.  The  notifica¬ 
tion  shall  Include  the  mine  name,  location, 
the  company  name,  mailing  address,  person 
in  charge,  and  whether  operations  will  be 
continuous  or  intermittent. 

When  any  mine  is  closed,  the  person  in 
charge  shall  notify  the  nearest  subdistrict 
office  and  indicate  whether  the  closure  is 
temporary  or  permanent. 

[FR  Doc.72-21106  FUed  12-8-72;8:63  am] 

[  30  CFR  Part  56  ] 

HEALTH  AND  SAFETY  STANDARDS 

Sand,  Gravel,  and  Crushed  Stone 
Operations 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  pursuant 
to  the  authority  vested  in  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Interior  xmder  the  Federal  Metal 
and  Nonmetallic  Mine  Safety  Act  (30 
U.S.C.  721-740)  to  promulgate  health 
and  safety  standards  for  metal  and  non¬ 
metallic  mines  it  is  proposed  to  amend 
Part  56,  Subchapter  N,  Chapter  I,  Title 
30,  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  by  add¬ 
ing  certain  standards  and  by  revising 
certain  standards  in  force  as  set  forth 
below.  These  standards  have  been  de¬ 
veloped  after  consultation  with  the  Metal 
and  Nonmetal  Mine  Safety  Advisory 
Committee  appointed  pursuant  to  sec¬ 
tion  7  of  the  Act  (30  U.S.C.  726) . 

Each  standard  which  is  to  be  a  manda¬ 
tory  standard  is  so  designated  by  the 
word  “Mandatory”  which  appears  at  the 
beginning  of  the  section  in  which  the 
standard  is  prescribed.  If  the  Metal  and 
Nonmetal  Mine  Safety  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  has  recommended  a  mandatory 
standard,  the  standard  will  be  preceded 
by  the  word  “Mandatory”  and  the  letters 
“MNMSAC”  in  this  manner:  "Manda¬ 
tory,  MNMSAC—.” 

Subject  to  the  provisions  of  subsectitm 
(e)  of  section  6  (30  U.S.C.  725(e))  and 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  sub¬ 


section  (d)  of  section  6  of  the  Act  (30 
U.S.C.  725(d) )  on  or  before  the  last  day 
of  the  period  fixed  for  the  submission 
of  written  data,  views,  or  arguments,  any 
perswi  who  may  be  adversely  affected  by 
a  proposed  health  and  safety  standard 
which  is  designated  as  a  mandatory 
standard  and  which  has  not  been  recom¬ 
mended  as  a  mandatory  standard  by  the 
Metal  and  Nonmetal  Mine  Safety  Ad¬ 
visory  Committee  may  file  with  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Interior  written  objections 
thereto  stating  the  grounds  for  such  ob¬ 
jection  and  requesting  a  public  hearing 
(subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Procedme  Act)  on  such 
objections. 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  section 
(e)  of  section  6  of  the  Act  (30  U.S.C. 
725(e))  proposed  mandatory  standards 
which  have  been  recommended  by  the 
Advisory  Committee,  are  not  subject  to 
hearings. 

Interested  persons  may,  within  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  30  days  following  publication  of 
this  notice  in  the  Federal  Register,  sub¬ 
mit  written  data,  views,  arguments,  or 
objections  to  the  proposals.  All  commu¬ 
nications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Di¬ 
rector,  Bureau  of  Mines,  Department  of 
the  Interior,  Washington,  D.C.  20240. 

Hollis  M.  Dole, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

December  5, 1972. 

1.  It  is  proposed  to  revoke  advisory 
standard  56.4-32,  promulgated  on  July 
31,  1969  (34  FJl.  12512).  and  to  add  a 
new  mandatory  standard  as  follows: 

56.4-48  Mandatory.  All  employees  shall  be 
Instructed  at  least  once  each  calendar  year 
on  fire  alarm  signals  and  applicable  proce¬ 
dures  to  be  followed  In  case  of  fire  or  other 
disaster.  Records  of  instruction  shall  be  kept. 

2.  It  is  proposed  that  advisory  standard 
56.18-10,  promulgated  on  July  31,  1969 
(34  F.R.  12515),  be  made  mandatory  and 
revised  to  read  as  follows: 

56.18-10  Mandatory,  MNMSAC  —  Selected 
supervisors  shall  be  trained  in  first  aid.  First- 
aid  training  shall  be  made  available  to  all 
interested  employees. 

3.  It  Is  proposed  to  add  a  new  §  56.26 
Procedures,  and  to  add  a  new  mandatory 
standard  56.26-1  as  follows: 

§  56.26  Procedures. 

NOnFICATION  OF  COMMENCEMENT  OF 

Operations  and  Closing  of  Mines 

56.26-1  Mandatory.  The  owner,  operator, 
or  person  in  charge  of  any  metal  or  nonmetal 
mine  shaU  notify  the  nearest  Bureau  of 
Mines  Subdistrict  Office,  before  starting 
operations,  of  the  approximate  or  actual  date 
mine  operation  will  commence.  The  notifi¬ 
cation  shall  Include  the  mine  name,  loca¬ 
tion,  the  company  name,  mailing  address, 
person  in  charge,  and  whether  operations  will 
be  continuous  or  Intermittent. 

When  any  mine  is  closed,  the  person  In 
charge  shaU  notify  the  nearest  Subdistrict 
Office  and  indicate  whether  the  closure  is 
temporary  or  permanent. 

(FR  Doc.72-21107  FUed  12-8-72:8:53  am] 
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[  30  CFR  Part  57  ] 

HEALTH  AND  SAFETY  STANDARDS 

Metal  and  Nonmetallic  Underground 
Mines 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  pursuant 
to  the  authority  vested  in  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  under  the  Federal  Metal 
and  Nonmetallic  Mine  Safety  Act  (30 
U.S.C.  721-740)  to  promulgate-  health 
and  safety  standards  for  metal  and  non¬ 
metallic  mines  it  is  proposed  to  amend 
Part  57,  Subchapter  N,  Chapter  I,  Title 
30,  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  by  add¬ 
ing  certain  standards  and  by  revising 
certain  standards  in  force  as  set  forth 
below.  These  standards  have  been  de¬ 
veloped  after  consultation  with  the  Metal 
and  Nonmetal  Mine  Safety  Advisory 
Committee  appointed  pursuant  to  sec¬ 
tion  7  of  the  Act  (30  U.S.C.  726), 

Each  standard  which  is  to  be  a  man¬ 
datory  standard  is  so  designated  by  the 
word  “Mandatory”  which  appears  at  tlie 
beginning  of  the  section  in  which  the 
standard  is  prescribed.  If  the  Metal  and 
Nonmetal  Mine  Safety  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  has  recommended  a  .mandatory 
standard,  the  standard  will  be  preceded 
by  the  word  “Mandatory”  and  the  letters 
“MNMSAC”  in  this  manner:  “Manda¬ 
tory.  MNMSAC— .” 

Subject  to  the  provisions  of  subsection 
(e)  of  section  6  (30  U.S.C.  725(e) )  and  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  sub¬ 
section  (d)  of  section  6  of  the  Act  (30 
U.S.C,  725(d) )  on  or  before  the  last  day 
of  the  period  fixed  for  the  submission  of 
written  data,  views,  or  arguments,  any 
person  who  may  be  adversely  affected  by 
a  proposed  health  and  safety  standard 
which  is  designated  as  a  mandatory 
standard  and  which  has  not  been  recom¬ 
mended  as  a  mandatory  standard  by  the 
Metal  and  Nonmetal  Mine  Safety  Ad¬ 
visory  Committee  may  file  with  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Interior  written  objections 
thereto  stating  the  grounds  for  such  ob¬ 
jection  and  requesting  a  public  hearing 
(subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Admin¬ 
istrative  Procedure  Act)  on  such  objec¬ 
tion. 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  sub¬ 
section  (e)  of  section  6  of  the  Act  (30 
U.S.C.  725(e))  proposed  mandatory 
standards  which  have  been  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Advisory  Committee,  are 
not  subject  to  hearings. 

Interested  persons  may,  within  a 
period  of  30  days  following  publication 
of  this  notice  in  the  Federal  Register, 
submit  written  data,  views,  arguments, 
or  objections  to  the  proposals.  All  com¬ 
munications  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Director,  Bureau  of  Mines,  Department 
of  the  Interior,  Washington,  D.C.  20240. 

Hollis  M.  E)ole, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

December  5,  1972. 

1.  It  is  proposed  to  revoke  ad¬ 
visory  standard  57.4-32,  promulgated  on 
July  31,  1969  (34  F.R.  12519),  which  ap- 
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plies  to  both  surface  and  underground 
operation,  and  to  add  two  new  stand¬ 
ards,  57.4-48,  which  applies  to  surface 
only,  and  57.4-74,  which  applies  to 
underground  only,  as  follows: 

57.4- 48  Mandatory.  All  employees  shall 
be  Instructed  at  least  once  each  calendar 
year  on  fire-alarm  signals  and  applicable 
proedures  to  be  followed  in  case  of  fire  or 
other  disaster.  Records  of  instruction  shall 
be  kept. 

57.4- 74  Mandatory.  MNMSAC — All  em¬ 
ployees  at  an  underground  operation  shall 
be  Instructed  at  least  once  each  calendar  year 
on  current  escape  and  evacuation  plans,  fire- 
alarm  signals,  and  applicable  procedures  to 
be  followed  in  case  of  fire  or  other  emer¬ 
gency.  New  employees  shall  receive  such  in¬ 
structions  before  going  underground.  Records 
of  instruction  shall  be  kept.  Whenever  an 
employee  is  assigned  to  work  in  another 
area  of  the  mine  he  shall  be  instructed  on 
the  escapeway  for  that  area  at  the  time 
of  such  assignment.  Whenever  a  change  is 
made  in  escape  and  evacuation  plans  and 
procedures  for  any  area  of  a  mine,  all  af¬ 
fected  employees  shall  be  instructed  of  such 
change. 

2.  It  is  propo.sed  to  add  a  new  manda¬ 
tory  standard  57.4-73,  which  applies  to 
underground  only,  as  follows: 

57.4- 73  Mandatory,  MNMSAC — Mine  evac¬ 
uation  drills  shall  be  held  for  each  shift 
once  every  6  months.  These  evacuation  drills 
shall  involve  all  employees  on  each  shift  and 
shall  Include: 

(a)  Activation  of  the  fire-alarm  system. 

(b)  Evacuation  of  all  men  from  their  work 
areas  to  the  surface  or  to  designated  central 
evacuation  points  at  some  time  other  than  a 
shift  change. 

Records  of  such  drills,  showing  the  time 
and  date,  shall  be  kept  for  at  least  1  year 
after  each  drill. 

3.  It  is  proposed  to  revoke  mandatory 
standard  57.4-50,  promulgated  on  July 
31,  1969  (34  F.R.  12519),  and  to  revise 
mandatory  standard  57.11-53,  which 
applies  to  imderground  only,  as  follows: 

57.11-53  Mandatory.  A  specific  escape  and 
evacuation  plan  and  revisions  thereof  suit¬ 
able  to  the  conditions  and  mining  system  of 
the  mine  shall  be  developed  by  the  operator 
and  set  out  in  written  form.  Within  45 
calendar  days  after  promulgation  of  this 
standard  a  copy  of  the  plan  and  revisions 
thereof  shall  be  available  to  the  Secretary 
or  his  authorized  representative.  Also  copies 
of  the  plan  and  revisions  thereof  shall  be 
made  available  to  the  miners  and  their  rep¬ 
resentatives  and  shall  be  posted  at  locations 
convenient  to  all  persons  on  the  surface  and 
underground.  Such  a  plan  shall  be  updated 
as  necessary  and  shall  be  reviewed  jointly  by 
the  operator  and  the  Secretary  or  his  author¬ 
ized  representative  at  least  once  every  6 
months  from  the  date  of  the  last  review.  The 
plan  shall  Include : 

(a)  Mine  maps  showing  directions  of  prin¬ 
cipal  alrfiow,  locations  of  escape  routes,  tele¬ 
phones,  fans,  fan  controls,  fire  doors,  ventila¬ 
tion  doors,  exits,  and  refuge  chambers.  Ap¬ 
propriate  portions  of  such  maps  shall  be 
posted  at  all  shaft  stations  and  in  under¬ 
ground  shops,  lunchrooms,  and  elsewhere  in 
working  areas  where  men  congregate. 

(b)  Procedures  to  show  how  the  miners 
will  be  notified  of  emergency,  and  by  whom. 

(c)  An  escape  plan  for  each  working  area 
In  the  mine  to  Include  instructions  showing 
how  each  working  area  should  be  evaluated. 
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Each  such  plan  shall  be  posted  at  appropriate 
shaft  stations  and  elsewhere  In  working  areas 
where  men  congregate. 

(d)  A  firefighting  plan  showing  assigned 
responsibilities  in  the  event  of  an  emergency. 

(e)  Procedures  for  surface  personnel  to 
follow  in  an  emergency,  to  Include  the  notifi¬ 
cation  of  proper  authorities,  preparing  rescue 
equipment,  checking  fans,  and  other  vital 
equipment,  and  maintaining  such  equipment. 

(f)  Details  of  provisions  for  communica¬ 
tion  and  transportation  facilities,  for  emer¬ 
gency  power  and  ventilation,  and  availability 
and  location  of  rescue  personnel  and  equip¬ 
ment. 

4.  It  is  proposed  to  revoke  mandatory 
standard  57.18-27  and  to  add  a  new 
mandatory  standard  57.11-58,  which  ap¬ 
plies  to  underground  only,  as  follows: 

57.11-58  Mandatory,  MNMSAC — Each  op¬ 
erator  of  an  underground  mine  shall  estab¬ 
lish  a  check-in  and  check-out  system  which 
shall  provide  an  accurate  record  of  persons 
in  the  mine.  These  records  shall  be  kept  on 
the  surface  in  a  place  chosen  to  minimize 
the  danger  of  destruction  by  fire  or  other 
hazards.  Every  person  underground  shall 
carry  a  positive  means  of  being  identified. 

5.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  manda¬ 
tory  standard  57.15-30,  which  applies  to 
undergroimd  only,  as  follows: 

57.15- 30  Mandatory.  A  1-hour  self-rescue 
device  approved  by  the  Bureau  of  Mines 
shall  be  made  available  by  the  operator- to 
all  personnel  underground.  Each  operator 
shall  maintain  self-rescue  devices  in  good 
condition. 

6.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  manda¬ 
tory  standard  57.15-31,  which  applies  to 
underground  only,  as  follows: 

57.15- 31  Mandatory.  Self-rescue  devices 
meeting  the  requirements  of  standard  57.15- 
30  shall  be  carried  by  all  persons  under¬ 
ground,  except  where  a  person  works  on  or 
around  mobile  equipment  self-rescue  devices 
may  be  placed  in  a  readily  accessible  loca¬ 
tion  on  such  equipment. 

7.  It  is  proposed  that  advisory  standard 
57.18-10,  promulgated  on  July  31,  1969 
(34  F.R.  12524),  which  applies  to  surface 
and  underground,  be  made  mandatory 
and  revised  to  read  as  follows: 

57.18- 10  Mandatory,  MNMSAC — Selected 
supervisors  shall  be  trained  in  first  aid.  First- 
aid  training  shall  be  made  available  to  all 
Interested  employees. 

8.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  manda¬ 
tory  standard  57.18-28,  which  applies  to 
imdergroimd  only,  as  follows: 

57.18- 28  Mandatory.  Within  6  months 
after  promulgation  of  this  standard  and 
thereafter  on  an  annual  basis  all  under¬ 
ground  employees  shall  be  instructed  In  the 
Bureau  of  Mines  approved  corirses  on  mine 
emergency  training  and  the  use  of  self -rescue 
devices  by  Bureau  personnel  or  by  qualified 
persons  who  are  certified  by  the  Bureau  of 
Mines  Division  of  Education  and  Training 
Services  to  give  such  instruction.  Instruc¬ 
tional  materials,  handouts,  visual  aids,  and 
other  teaching  accessories  used  in  these 
courses  shall  be  available  for  inspection  by 
the  Secretary  or  his  authorized  representa¬ 
tive. 

New  employees  shall  be  trained  in  the  use 
of  self  rescue  devices  before  going  under- 
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ground.  Sucb  training  of  new  employees  may 
be  conducted  by  qualified  company  personnel 
who  are  not  certified  but  udio  have  obtained 
provisional  approval  frcnn  the  Bureau  of 
Mines  Division  of  Education  and  Training 
Ser\'ices  to  conduct  such  training. 

Records  of  all  training  shall  be  kept  at  the 
mine  site,  or  nearest  mine  office.  Upon  com¬ 
pletion  of  such  training,  copies  of  the  record 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  nearest  Bureau  of 
Mines  Training  Center. 


PROPOSED  RULE  MAKING 

9.  It  Is  proposed  to  add  a  new  §  57.26 
Procedures,  and  to  add  a  new  mandatory 
standard  §  57.26-1  as  follows: 

§  57.26  Procedures. 

Notification  or  Commencement  of  Opera¬ 
tions  AND  Closing  of  Mines 

§  67.26-1  Mandatory.  Hie  owner,  operator, 
or  person  in  charge  of  any  metal  and  non- 
metal  mine  shall  notify  the  nearest  Bureau  of 
Mines  Subdistrict  Office,  before  starting  oper¬ 


ations,  of  the  approximate  or  actual  date 
mine  operation  will  commence.  The  notifica¬ 
tion  shall  include  the  mine  name,  location, 
the  company  name,  mailing  address,  person 
in  charge,  and  whether  operations  will  be 
continuous  or  intermittent. 

When  any  mine  is  closed,  the  person  in 
charge  shall  notify  the  nearest  Subdistrict 
Office  and  indicate  whether  the  closure  is 
temporary  or  permanent. 
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